
Academic Pentathlon/San Joaquin County Rules/Agreement  (3.14.19) 

 
Materials/Registration 
Each school must purchase curriculum from USAD at a cost of $250/school.  One novel is used each year and 
may be purchased from Mrs. Nelson’s Library Service. Registration fees are $150/team payable to SJCOE.    
This is an “in person” competition to be held in mid-April.  (There is a separate online competition that is hosted 

through the USAD website, the SJCOE Pentathlon competition is a separate competition and is not affiliated with the online 
competition.) 
 
The Team  
Sixth-eighth grade students are invited to participate on the same team and will be tested on the same 
curriculum and novel.  Each team is made up of three Honor students, three Scholastic students and three 
Varsity students. Students may compete in a higher category than their own grade point average category but 
not in a lower category. A team must have a minimum of 6 students (2 in each category) to register in 
Division I. 
 
Out of County Teams 
San Joaquin COE now allows out-of-county teams to participate in our SJCOE in-person Pentathlon 
Competition.  Out-of-county teams will be registered in Division II.  If an out-of-county team would like to be 
considered for advancement to the National Competition, then the school must follow the GPA categories 
and also submit report cards and calculation sheets by due date.   
 
Category breakdown: 
Honor:  3.75-4.00 
Scholastic: 3.00-3.74 
Varsity: 0.00-2.99 
 
GPAs are calculated from only 4 classes:  math, language arts, social studies and science.  (PE and electives are 
not considered.)  GPAs are verified by site administrators and should reflect the student’s grades for the first 
quarter, the first trimester or first semester.  The GPA may also be an average of the first two quarter grades or 
an average of the first two trimesters of the current school year. The timeframe must be the same for all 
students on the team. 
 
*Alternates may have any GPA since alternates compete only against other alternates for medals. 
In SJ County, schools may register up to 2 teams in Division I and 2 teams in Division II 
Once the competition has started, no substitutions may be made. 
 
Divisions 
 
Division I teams follow the rules above and are eligible to advance to the National Competition if team scores 
qualify as the highest team score in the state. 
 
Division II  teams compete in same tests and SQ as Division I teams.  However Division II teams: 

-may have any 9 students, GPAs will not be considered or checked 
-will still consists of three categories 
-will only compete for medals against other Division II students in same category 

 -will not be eligible to advance to state  
 -from out of County will be invited to participate (registration cost will be $300 for out-of-county) 
 -from out of County may be eligible to advance to Nationals if all USAD rules are followed 
 
 
 



 
The Competition 
There are 5 events at SJCOE Pentathlon that all competitors participate in: 

1. Essay    40 minutes / choose 1 of 3 prompts on novel (taken prior to event day at school sites) 

Language Literature  20 min/30 Q   
2. Math    30 min/35 Q 
3. Social Studies   30 min/50 Q 
4. Science    30 min/50 Q 
5. Fine Arts (music/art)  30 min/50 Q 

 
The essay portion will be administered prior to the competition day at school sites.  Students are given 40 
minutes and have 3 prompts to choose from on the novel.  The Language event is a combination of the 
Lang/Lit test worth 50% and the essay worth 50%. 
 
Super Quiz 
The Super Quiz is a team event only for starters.  Alternates do not participate.  Each category of students has 
a turn to come down to collaboratively answer 10 questions.  Two of the questions will be from Language, two 
from social studies, two for science, two from music and two from art (2 Q times 5 subjects = 10 Q)  Students 
have 10 seconds to collaboratively answer each question. 
Each question is worth 40 points for a team possible total of 2,400 points (SQ total is taken from top 2 
students in each category-see below.) 
 
Calculators 
Calculators may be used for math test only.  (See calculator guidelines for current year.) 
 
Scoring 
Depending on the number of teams competing in each division, places may need to be adjusted. 
 
Tentatively: 
Awards for individual starters in Division I (1st – 3rd) and Division II are given to (1st-5th ) places in each of the 6 
subjects and awarded in each of the 3 categories.  Alternates are pooled together in one group and are 
awarded 1-5th medals in each subject. The team score is taken from the top 2 student overall scores for a 
possible 30,000 points.  Team scores will be awarded for Division I and Division II.  The Super Quiz score is 
taken from the top two students in each category from the SQ questions for a possible 2,400.  The possible 
grand team total is 32, 400.   
 
 
Example:  Team A 

 Math Essay Language Science Social 
Studies 

Fine 
Arts 

Overall student score SQ score 

Student 01 800 500 400 550 600 700 3,550 400 

Student 02 950 400 500 700 850 800 4,200 400 

Student 03 700 300 300 650 800 700 3,450 300 

Student 04 600 400 200 500 700 450 2,850 400 

Student 05 600 350 250 300 700 500 2,550 300 

Student 06 500 100 400 500 500 700 2,700 400 

Student 07 300 150 150 300 300 300 1,500 225 

Student 08 950 400 100 300 450 400 2,600 225 

Student 09 300 200 200 450 350 200 1,700 225 

                                                                                                                          Team total 17,600 

                                                                                                                          SQ total  2,050 

                                                                                                                          Team Grand total 19,650 

 



Scoring results will be given to the team coach immediately following the awards ceremony.  Coaches will 
have 30 minutes to protest a team score.  After the 30 minutes all scores are final, unless a concern needs to be 
addressed. 
 
 
Conduct/Dress Code 
It is understood that cheating, in any form, is not tolerated.  This includes, but is not limited to:  any person 
receiving or passing along any current year’s or previous years’ tests or test items.  Any act of cheating will be 
brought to the ACAPEN coordinator’s attention for review, evaluation and possible sanctions.   
Students should follow his/her own school dress code.  Hats/caps are not allowed during testing.  Hoodies are 
allowed as long as the hood is off and turned inside out. 
 
 


